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*USAF Declass/Release instructions On File* 13 July 1951 

D/I, USAF PROPOSED REVISIONS TO 

NIE-36t BURMA; PROSPECTS FOR SURVIVAL OF 
THE PRESENT IffiGEiE 
(Draft datad 10 July 1951) 

Reference Pa/ta 1. Title. Revise to read: 

SUuJECT: NIE-36: BURliA: PROSPECTS FOR SURVIVAL OF THE 

PUT-SENT lffiGIi-E FOR THE NEXT T./ELVE MONTHS 

2o Reference ik e. l s Par, 1 . lievisa second sentence of this mr&- 

graph to read as follows: 

It can keep the Insurgents under control only so long as 
they do not coordinate their operations and to not rocelvo 
suustantial outside assistances 

3. Reference Pa/re 1. Par. 2 . Revise to read: 

2e The Burmese Communists are the most dangerous of the in- 
surgent groups and almost certainly vill receive increased 
uid from the Chinese Communists during the next twelve 
ioontha* although on a limited scale as long as present 
Chinese Communist commitments elsewhere continue. 


Mgjfoyonce Paffi 1, Pa r . 3» Second Sentence , Revise second sentence 
to read: 

Buch a development would increase prospects for an anti- 
government coalition of insurgent groups and for a successful 
coup d'etat. 


Red?//? c: l!iS$ 


m 




$5 t - -ic =* 

n ^ • 


SECRET 




Approved For Release 2001/08/31 : CIA-RDP79R01 01 2A001 10001 0002-5 

□ It MMttWU v.= * - / 

Bate V&Si 31 > 1 mR.v.. if- 



Approved For Release 2001/08/31 : CIA-RDP79R01 01 2A001 10001 0002-5 

SECRET 

5- Reference Page 2. Par, 4 . Revise to readi 

4. The Chineee Cou.mniata have the capability to invade Burma, 
but present t roop diapoaitiona do not indicate such an i ntention^ 

pye to a b ly - w ill-ftet-de-ee-ejxmlyy-at-le aBfa -durlftg % h e- n om t “t we3 ^-«e»&hgv 

Moreover, the Communists can substantially further their objective* 
in Burma by leaa direct aotion* Introduction of Chinese CoKumyilat 
••volunteer" forcea in conaiderable numbers ? -how e v eg y ia a continuing 
poaaibility and would greatly accelerate Communist control of northern 
Burma e 


6, Heferenoe Page 2. Par, 6, Firet Sentence , Reviae first aentence 
to read: 

6. There ia little proapect that the regime can aurvive in- 
definitely without greatly augmented outside aido 

7. Reference Page 3. Far, 8. Third Sentence . Reviae third aentence 
of this paragraph to read aa follows: 

Political weakness has been compounded by the financial and 
military strains of combatting internal insurrections and 
by the fact that rice exporta, Burma's principal source of 
economic strength, a r e- a fc have been reduced by internal 
unrest to leas than half of pre-war levels. 


8 0 Reference Page 4. Par. 9. First Sentence . Reviae first sentence 
of this paragraph to read: 

9. The Burmese arraed forcea are small, inadequately tft ined, 

and poorly equipped, but loyal to frhe- geglme y their present military 

leaders* 
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9. Reference Pace 5. Faro 11. Beginni ng with Second Sentence. Revise 
to read: 

In the past these groups have frequently dissipated tnelr 
strength by fighting each other., ±»e%«ad-e£-khe-geverameabj-aftd -thi* 
iaet-hae-greatly-aidad-tha-latte^ The Burmese Government can prob- 
ably continue to keep these insurgent groups under control so long as 
they do not coordinate their operations against th e government ind do 
not receive substantial outside aid. 

10c Reference Page 6. Par. 12. Third and Fourth Sentences. . Revise 
the third and fourth sentences of this paragraph to read: 

In addition, there are fairly reliable reports that a banc of 
1,500 Kachins from northern Burma is being organized and trained 
by the Chinese Communists across the border in Tunnan, ant pre- 
sumably these would cooperate with the Burma Communists. However, 
deeplte-able-a Rd -a gg geeeive-leed&rghipy the Burma Communipt Party 
has not yet achieved a degree of control over these group* which 
would permit coordinated military operations against the government. 

lie Reference Page 7. Par. 13. Last Sentence in Paragraph . Revise the 
last sontence of this paragraph to read: 

They almost certainly will increase their material aid during 

in 

the next year, although that aid necessarily will ue/limited quantities 
beeause-of’ as long as present Chinese Communist commitments ei lewhere 
continue . 
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12. Reference Page 8. Par. 15. First an d Seoqn^Sentences. RevUe the 
first and second sentences of this paragraph to reads 

15. Beyond the immediate threat posed by the al»eet-e arteeia 
prospect of an increase in Chinese Communist material and technical aid 
to the Burmese Communist guerrillas, the Burmese Government is otherwise 
threatened in both the long and short run by the Chinese Communist regime 

Both th e 

Communist control of Burma would be a great strategic advantage to , . bo t h 
the Chinese Communists and the USSR. 


13. Reference Page 9. Par. 16 . Revise to read: 

16 0 for thooo reaaene-fche The Communists are already making sub- 
stantial use of the Soviet and Chinese Communist diplomatic missions 
in Burma as bases for propaganda and subversive activities aimed at 
u n d e rmining the government. The Chinese community in Burma x jMMvldew 
a-#urthe*'-®ppertu«ity-f»r--«p? , eadi«g-Chi:iieee ComwMiiet influents -through 


esnoornlg-yrefta^^T is vulnerable to blackmail* ana other forms >f in 
Mm< d»tio n. and thus provides the Chinese Commun ists with a further 
opportunity for spreading tholr influence in Burma, I5aeh-ef~th*se 


14. Reference Page 10. Par. 18. First Sentence . Revise first sentence 
of this paragraph to read: 

18. The C ommunis ts have no immediate prospect of gaining complete 
control of Burma except through the Intervention of large Chinese 
Communist forces. 
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15, Reference Page 10. Far. 1 ?. Second sentence, Reviae second sontence 
of this paragraph to read: 

Theae forces could be deployed across the burn* border ai 
several points simultaneously, and although the terrain is difficult, 
it would not seriously impede C hin ese aUifry mov e a e n fce y the . m ov e ?ent 
of lightly enuipped Chinese Communist forces^ particularly if under- 
taken during the October-to-Uay dry season. 


16. Reference Page 10. bar,^ . Revise to read: 

20. In spite of the relative ease with which Burma could be in- 
vaded, we do not believe that an open invasion will be attempted r afc-leae* 


during the next twelve months. The Chinese Communist and Soviet . .eaders 
probably regard the present Internal situation in Burma as favorable to 
an eventual Communist vietory without resport to open invasion x with 
its attendant risks. Ewthegao re , ■-th e y-mue 4 ^a^v^«-Ve T -ia-v-iew- 




a r ses e p a tO y-itwaded-Murga -in 




«®uW-aggr*vate-the-v«*^-w4eke-aiMi-da«ft«?e~4yS-*«d-Weafeer«-rear!ae «***% 

^e»Wr»-u»U3--s.fia-d®t«w»ia€-t-4-a T --efi4-U4e-Hpee«ib414ty-e-f--g«ft«?al-' o**>~ * % 
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17 p tolerance Page 12. Par, 23. Last sentence In Paragraph . I aviso 
the last sentence of this paragraph to read: 

If aid were not forthcoming, the Burmese Government would probably 
continue the struggle until faced with a hopeless situation'! such as 
the loss of its armed forces* 

18 p Reference Page 12. Par. 2i. Last sentence of Paragraph (or PaggJjLl 
Revise to read: 

Prof erred aid might be accepted in considerable quant itiee 
sometime before the Burmese Governments position became desperate, 
provided the conditions and nature of the aid were not such as either 
to offend Burmese national sensibilities or to afford an open provoca- 
tion to the Chinese Communists* 
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